
 

Health promotion and climate change: Exploring the core competencies
required for action

   
   
   
Abstract:

Climate change poses serious threats to human health and well-being. It exacerbates existing health
inequities, impacts on the social determinants of health and disproportionately affects vulnerable
populations. In the Australian region these include remote Aboriginal communities, Pacific Island countries
and people with low incomes. Given health promotion's remit to protect and promote health, it should be
well placed to respond to emerging climate-related health challenges. Yet, to date, there has been little
evidence to demonstrate this. This paper draws on the findings of a qualitative study conducted in Victoria,
Australia to highlight that; while there is clearly a role for health promotion in climate change mitigation and
adaptation at the national and international levels, there is also a need for the engagement of health
promoters at the community level. This raises several key issues for health promotion practice. To be better
prepared to respond to climate change, health promotion practitioners first need to re-engage with the
central tenets of the Ottawa Charter, namely the interconnectedness of humans and the natural
environment and, secondly, the need to adopt ideas and frameworks from the sustainability field. The
findings also open up a discussion for paradigmatic shifts in health promotion thinking and acting in the
context of climate change.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/heapro/dar055   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Health Professional

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Author(s): Patrick R, Capetola T, Townsend M, Nuttman S
Year: 2011

Journal: Health Promotion International

Page 1 of 3

Climate Change and Human Health Literature Portal

http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/heapro/dar055
What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?



Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Australasia

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Health Outcome Unspecified

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Elderly, Low Socioeconomic Status, Racial/Ethnic Subgroup

Other Racial/Ethnic Subgroup: Indigenous Australians

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article, Research Article

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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